GRAIG Y RHACCA COMMUNITIES PARTNERSHIP

Minutes of the meeting held on

Tuesday 08th March at 10.00 am 

Graig-Y-Rhacca Resource Centre

Present:

Paula Watkins                             Chair

Istvan Racz
GYR Resource Centre, Centre Manager

Damian Owen


      Community Regeneration Coordinator

Rhian Evans


      CF Health & Wellbeing Officer
Liz Townend
Resident

Penny Cooper                             Resident/ Community gardens

Jillian Bilton
Golden Years/Resident

Cllr E M Aldworth
CCBC

Shirley Williams
Resident/Secretary

Steve Thomas 
GAVO

May Kinq
Golden Years/Resident

Kerry Williams
Resident/Treasurer

Lorraine Williams
Resident/ Trustee

Bob Williams
Resident/Envicon/Trustee

Mark Davies
CCBC CB Support Officer

Rebecca Gaille
Groundwork

Steve Thomas
GAVO

Tracy Austin
Resident

Denise Williams
CCBC CB Admin Officer

Janet Jones
Resident

Rachel Slade
GYR Resource Centre

Richard Rees
GYR Resource Centre 

Keith Fairhall
Groundwork

Hywel Abbott
Groundwork

Huw Thomas
CCBC Disability Officer

1. Welcome/Introductions

PW welcomed everyone to the Partnership meeting.

2. Apologies
Apologies were received from: Jeff Cuthbert AM, Sal Prosser, Colin   Hobbs, Cllr Ron Davies, Deb Greenway, Hub Team

Tina McMahon, Justine, Ros Paigne


3. Minutes of The Previous Meeting – Accuracy

Page 2 Golden Years should read: JB expressed thanks to the Partnership for providing transport enabling them to attend two events.


Page 5 Allotments should come under Page 4 top of page PC noted that a group …. also Add title Community Garden/Allotments
4. Matters Arising: 

Page 2 RE Action Blood donation update – the service require 100 donors before they can attend a new area. RE suggested putting up posters to advertise Donors wanted.  Also the Diabetes lady has been ill so will have more information next month.

Page 3  Golden Years – Action – no progression as time and issue.  It was suggested individual groups hold their own Tea Parties  

Page 3  Envicon Action:RG to get invite to school, if recycling supportive of curriculum - Not done as comes under targets starting in April.

Page 5 Health:    

Amend the follows: - meals 4 one – should read meals for one, Extend – Red 4 Heart should read Red for Heart, Kurling - no date was agreed.   


Page 5 Action MD did electronically distribute copies to partnership members. 

MD gave update on One Stop Money Shop Event to be held on Tuesday 15th March from 2pm to 6pm.   Groups attending are Citizens Advice, Want2work, Job Centre Plus, Credit Union, CCBC Rents – benefits advice, Rhian – Health, Rebecca – Groundwork.  Publicity going out in schools this week.

5. Treasurer’s Report:

No update same as last month.  Still in process of changing signatories, also applying for a card to have easier access to money.

6.      Voluntary Groups Updates

Golden Years’ 

· There have been a couple of parties recently – 79th birthday and invite to Tanya’s 40th.  A local band took part, a big thank you to Tanya for inviting Golden years.

· Also hoping to attend a mystery trip in April.

· Pancake Day on Wednesday in Ann’s Café and Istvan will be tossing the pancakes!

· Also grateful of any advise and information leaflets for elderly


· Request to find out about possibility of payment for transport costs as every Wednesday pick up and return girls from Lansbury Park

ACTION:  DO to make enquiries


Activity Group:


· Trust Fund money now in the bank

· Holding 6 week ceramics course – part way through (Jill gave apologies as Golden Years had to pull out due to organised parties etc. and requested the mask she made be collected)

Envicon: Shirley Williams

· Stock transfer – made a start on gardens, buying an Arbour in memory of Anne – will go ahead next couple of weeks
· Bus Shelters –Ross Housing - possibility of using them to advertise issues such as recycling, litter and other community issues.  Contact is Alex Clarke in Transport.

7.  Area Forum Damian Owen

Budget used for grit bin to be refilled, balance £550.  
ACTION: DO to check it has been refilled

Good news have been allocated funding for next year but not sure of amount yet.

8.  Communities First Trust Fund update – Stephen Thomas

Applications went in waiting to see if been successful

Met with CFAP in Merthyr they assess the application for reception area.  They advised the Partnership need to rethink as wont fund just a reception area need café as well – think bigger picture.  

Need to set up a task and finish group to meet and plan with CFAP ask Doctors to come along


Proposed extension of building - Meeting to go through application Monday 14th March 10am.

9. Secretary’s Report – Shirley Williams
No report

Informed partnership that area steering group meeting had talk with countryside ranger who is looking for young people to help clear walk in Bedwas, Trethomas – will be supervised.  RG advised that Youth Group help with litter pick.

10. Health Officer’s Report – Rhian Evans

Bank of Child Safety DVD’s ready to go out with Health Visitors and 

Toy Library will role out in April
Today in GYG Community Centre 3pm to 6pm No Smoking Event
Launch of Raise?
Study UWIC Cardiff
8 Weeks cooking course
18th March joining school to do a walk for Comic Relief – posters out soon
Hub Team Healthy eating sessions went well
Train the Trainer
11. Groundwork – Keith and Howell report on Healthy Villages
This report was given at the beginning of the Meeting.

This is an initiative still in early stages to work with communities on environmental social and mental health issues.  The community decides what is needed and Groundwork will try to help achieve it from walking, natural use of outdoors, litter campaigns, sport – whatever ideas you may have contact Keith and Howell.
12. Community Garden Allotment Site Lease – Steve Thomas/Rebecca Gaille
Planning application need to decide on points on lease and set up a sub group from partnership to agree.

Discussion took place on the wording in the 16 points of the contract form Property Services.  Following to be discussed further:-

Point 2 Lease 25 years (what if partnership not in existence?)
Point 3 Peppercorn rent £1 year as advised by Nigel Powell
Point 9  to change wording
Point 10 Cars issue 
Point 13 not relevant
Point 14 Negotiate fees

To meet before the Community Garden Meeting.

RG - Planning Permission  - related issues to discuss
application form signed by Partnership 
drawings and plans to  do
details of boundaries and fencing and what to put there
look at own sheds – funding bid?? (issues to discuss once lease is signed) favour lock ups or storage containers
Environment issues  - effecting trees on adjacent land
Flooding ?? plan
Need to clear site before birds nest – cost £500
Ownership of land – cant put in planning permission until lease is signed

Meeting Date 22nd March 2011
Lease Meeting 12.30pm and Community Garden Meeting 2pm
Take map to property as access changed gone through sub station
13. Youth Report – Deb Greenway 

18.1.11: Meet and Greet session

25.1.11  Youth Sub Group 

27.1.11 Youth Forum

Ty Penallta

Youth Sub Group reps will attend the Caerphilly Youth Forum meeting and feed back to Youth Sub Groups next meeting.

12-13/2/11 Llangorse Residential

An overnight residential will be held at Llangorse activity centre where young people will have the chance to improve their life skills by learning how to look after themselves ( including planning a meal and budgeting for the ingredients, take responsibility for domestic chores such as washing up, cooking, making up beds etc.  Other activities include horse riding and climbing. This will be an inter area residential with young people from the Mid Valleys west areas, which will allow for the building and strengthening of inter community relations. Some young people from the Lansbury area will be given the opportunity to attend this.  

2.2.11 Van youth club issue-based workshop
Young people took part in a school change consultation and a smoking cessation workshop.

9.2.11 Money management workshop with credit union and Smartsave

young people took part in a money management workshop that aimed to show them the importance of being able to budget and save.  Unfortunately Amanda was forced to cancel her session with the credit union due to ill health and the hub workers facilitated the session.  Young People costed out a trip to the cinema.

16.2.11 Money management cinema trip
Young people joined GYR young people on a trip to the cinema, which had been costed out in the money management sessions. They went to see Gnomeo and Juliet, which they enjoyed and also had to budget for a meal at McDonalds.  The trip helped to develop their social skills in unfamiliar surroundings.  All had a good time.

23.2.11 Chocs away 

Young people had the opportunity to learn about and make chocolates, which they were then able to take home in gift boxes.

24.2.11 Bellies and bumps day

Young people from Lansbury Park were joined by YP from mid valleys west to take pat in a workshop about sexual health, relationships and the effects of teenage pregnancy.  All agreed that they had learned a lot during the session.  Rhian Evans helped the young people to make a  healthy meal on a budget.  Also included in the session was the opportunity to take charge of ‘real life’ baby dolls and experience a maternity ‘bump’ suit.

Van March Events

2.3.11 tropical inc

this event was intended to help boost youth engagement  for youth club and Hub.  This was successful with 24 young people attending.  Dean Williams also supported the event in his Van Cam capacity.  He took photos and  his support was greatly appreciated.  Dean also encouraged some of his young people from Van cam to come along and take photos.  It was good to see young people developing their photographic skills.  It is hoped to build upon the success of the event.

3.3.11 Fairtrade Event

none of the young people who were invited from Lansbury to this event turned up on the night.

9/10.3.11 spin dance Blackwood

16.3.11 Youth Sub Group

23.3.11 tatsebudddies

30.3.11 youth club

14. Centre Managers Report
· ICT 
· Maths with WDA

· Youth Drop-in 

· Computer club 
· Looking at other organisations 
· 12 week Digital photography course, teacher from Ystrad College 6pm to 7.30pm Wednesday
· Income coming in from Flying Start and Doctors Surgery
· Working with Economic Development Officer with view to sandwich delivery service
· Re?? Enterprise development officer early stages business plan
· Newsletter went to print – need help with delivering on Thursday

· If have relevant issues this can be put on Website for you

· Noticeboard – jobs advertised weekly

· 2 new noticeboards for Envicon, Want2work, Groundwork etc. notices need to be A5 size to allow more room.

· Balance of accounts same as last month as not received bank statement yet.


Istvan requested if anyone knows of other courses going on let him know.



15. Any Other Business

Hugh Thomas – Disability Rights Officer introduced himself and advised if anyone had any issues please see him, he works in the Caerphilly Basin Area on a Tuesday and Thursday.

Informed group there was a mental health first aid training course available for up to 14 people – 2 days at 6hrs per day.  Costs varied depending on training provider as follows:

Group Journey charge £100 but we provide food and venue
GAVO charge £50 per person includes food and venue hire or £150?? in total, centre to provide food and venue

DO asked committee were they happy for it to come out of training budget – it was agreed


RG interested in attending
ACTION:  Hugh to come back with potential dates

DO – Community Partnership Network Event to be held on 30th March, it’s a showcase event with Regeneration Theme

Group discussed possibility of

Cheese and Crime Event

Trump Card scheme
School Day

Ray of Sunshine

Possibly Hardship getting allotments together

It will be held in Llancaiach Fawr – time to be confirmed


16. Date and Time of Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Graig y Rhacca Partnership will take place on:  
Tues 12th April 2011- GYR Resource Centre, 10.00am
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